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Alternatives For
Controlling Traffic

In Your Community

By Steve Morris, PE., R.S.

Morris Engineering, LLC

“Speeding

or perceived
speeding is often
a concern for

associations.”

o some degree, traffic is an issue for
every community association. The
problems typically fall into the fol-
lowing categories: speed, volume, safety and
noise. Since the roads in a community
association are usually limited to serving the
homes in the association, volume is generally
fixed, although in some cases, “cut through”
traffic can be a concern. The remaining
issues of speed, safety and noise are often
interrelated.
Speeding or perceived speeding is often
a concern for associations. One approach
to controlling speeds is “Traffic Calming”.
Traffic Calming State of the Practice pub-
lished by the Institute of Transportation
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Engineers includes the following definition
for traffic calming:

“Traffic calming is the combination of

mainly physical measures that reduce

the negative effects of motor vehicle use,

alter driver behavior and improve con-

ditions for non-motorized street users.”

Simply put, that means making changes to
your roads to address traffic concerns in the
community. Traffic calming can address traf-
fic volume and/or traffic speed. As discussed
above, traffic volume in community associa-
tions is usually not the issue. Traffic speed is
usually perceived as the issue.

Before a community is buil, there are

many techniques available to the designer to
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provide for traffic speed control, such as traf-
fic circles, raised intersections and narrowing
of the roadway. Once the site is built and
occupied, practical options for speed control
decrease significantly. Stop signs and speed
limits are only effective if the association has
the authority and resources for enforcement.
The most common traffic calming measure
implemented in existing community associa-
tions is speed bumps or speed humps.

Speed bumps and speed humps are sec-
tions of raised pavement that extend across
the width of the traveled roadway. Both
work by causing discomfort to the driver,
thereby causing them to decrease their speed
to decrease their discomfort.

CONTINUES ON PAGE 14.
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SPEED BUMPS...FROM PAGE 12.

So what’s the difference between a speed
bump and a speed hump?

Speed bumps don’t conform to any particu-
lar design standard but are typically three to six
inches high and two to three feet wide (in the
direction of travel). Speed bumps can be built
in place or purchased premade and anchored in
place. Speed bumps generally cause vehicles to
slow to approximately 5 to 10 miles per hour to
pass the bump. Then the cars typically acceler-
ate back to their desired speed. The braking

and accelerating can create more problems
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no standards or accepted practice relating to
speed bumps, it is a bit of a guessing game as to
whether or not they will be effective in control-
ling traffic speeds.

Speed humps are raised sections of pave-
ment that conform to specific design param-
eters and are designed to maintain traffic
at specific speed ranges without causing
unsafe conditions. Speed humps are gener-
ally 3” high and 14’ long. Speed humps
can be installed on roads with speed limits
between 20 mph and 30 mph. Proper spac-
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humps comply with the standards accepted
by the state, the association will have greater
protection against potential litigation than
they would if they just had a contractor “put
in a speed bump”.

The following factors must be considered
before speed humps can be implemented:

Existing Conditions: The existing traffic
conditions should be quantified and evalu-
ated. This information will allow the asso-
ciation to determine if there is an actual

ing of multiple speed humps will encourage
drivers to travel at a consistent speed along
the entire length of the road.

One of the most significant differences
between speed bumps and speed humps is that
the New Jersey Legislature has adopted a law
(PL.2004, c.107 C.39:4-8.9) that recognizes
speed humps and establishes standards and

than the speed bump solves. Because there are

“Because there are no
standards or accepted
practice relating to speed
bumps, it is a bit of a

ps: practices for their design and construction.
guessing game as to Using the design standards for speed
humps, an engineer can develop a plan for
traffic calming that is likely to accomplish the
desired reductions in speed while maintain-
ing safe conditions on the site. In addition, if
the design and implementation of the speed

whether or not they will
be effective in controlling

traffic speeds. ”

traffic problem or just a perceived problem.
The existing condition data is also used after
implementation of the speed humps to deter-
mine their effectiveness.

Existing Road Design: Locations of curves,
hills, on street parking, driveways, intersec-
tions, storm water management structures,
etc. will influence the number and location
of speed humps.

Traffic Mix:
traveling on the subject roads are passenger
vehicles versus delivery trucks or other com-

What percentage of vehicles

mercial vehicles.
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Certified Public Accountants & Consultants
1200 Tices Lane, East Brunswick, NJ 08816
732-846-3000 ®m www.wgcpas.com

:;I: g

™
s
s

(
(

([
%\M«y
MEMBER OF

community

our FOcus

“There’s a benefit to working
with a firm that’s seen it all.”

Using the expertise gained from
our experience with over 1,000
associations, Wilkin & Guttenplan
provides your association with
insights far beyond the typical
accounting, auditing and tax
services.

To learn more, contact Jules C.
Frankel, CPA, MBA or Gary B.
Rosen, CPA, CFE at 732-846-3000
to see how we can apply our
wisdom to your association’s
specific needs.

14 © Community Trends®

August 2009



Keith Giliberti
Typewritten Text
Originally Published in Community Trends® August 2009


Originally Published in Community Trends® August 2009

Emergency Vehicles: Assuming that the roads
in the community are not a primary route
for emergency service response, installation
of speed humps should not have a signifi-
cant impact on emergency services. However,

emergency services personnel (police chief, fire C I
chief, etc.) should be consulted regarding the Oncer n nC ®
plan to install speed humps. Discussions with LAN DSCAPING AND TREE SERVICE

emergency services may have to include an ele-

ment of education. When you mention speed Serving New Jersey for Over 20 Years!
humps to them, they are going to think “speed

bump” and th i 5 7.
IO 6(09-4049-2701 © 732-821-5526
ligible impact of speed humps on emergency

response imes One Call Does it AlL!

Pedestrians and Cyclists: If the community  Lawn Maintenance * Snow Removal
has a lot of foot or bicycle traffic along the | ¢ Landscape Maintenance < Irrigation Install & Service
Todcts spesd bumpsmayphave tohe modined * Tree Service * Landscape Construction

to avoid causing conflicts.
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Aesthetics: Speed humps require signage *(339

identifying their locations. In addition, pave- e

ment markings are painted on the speed

hump. Some people find these signs and EDEODSET NJ Irr. Lic# 0015708
markings ObjCCtiOIlable. @ Ao/l l o NJ Licensed Pest. Applicator

FULLY INSURED

Snow Plowing and Maintenance: Properly www.GROWING-CONCERN.com
designed speed humps should not interfere
with snow plowing. Because the speed

humps are marked with signs, the plow M
operator will know their location and adjust we set t-he Standar-d n
managing properties

his plow as necessary. The speed humps
must be maintained in the same fashion as
the roads. If inspected annually and repaired
when necessary, the speed hump should have
similar useful life to the roads.

Community Acceptance: Along with the
technical aspects of a speed hump installa-
tion project, community acceptance is criti-
cal. All members of the community will
be impacted by the speed humps on a daily
basis. If a majority of the membership of the

association is not in support of the installa-

tion of speed humps, or if there is not a com- o

mon expectation of the outcome, achieving a R

successful project is much more difficult. For more than 25 years, communities EXECUTIVE

have benefitted from our capable ™ 4 PROPERTY

Speed humps can be used to effectively con- | management skills and know-how. %= MANAGEMENT

trol speeds within a community. However, | We protect your home’s value while 4-08 Towne Center Drive

it is critical that the project be carefully [ you enjoy your leisure time with peace North Brunswick, NJ 08902

planned and implemented following accept- | of mind. PHONE (732) 821-3224

ed standards. An association should consult Why not contact us, and experience Fax (732) 821-6565

with their professional engineer and attorney | these advantages today. Lol Bt THA FEAM- CMEA
to consider the technical and legal aspects, President & CEO ’

Janice Barber, PCAM, CMCA
Executive Vice President

before initiating a speed hump installation
program. l AAMG
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