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"Speeding 

or perceived 

speeding is often 

a concern for

associations." 

T
o some degree, traffic is an issue for
every community association. The
problems typically fall into the fol­

lowing categories: speed, volume, safety and 
noise. Since the roads in a community 
association are usually limited to serving the 
homes in the association, volume is generally 
fixed, although in some cases, "cut through" 
traffic can be a concern. The remaining 
issues of speed, safety and noise are often 
interrelated. 

Speeding or perceived speeding is often 
a concern for associations. One approac� 
to controlling speeds is "Traffic Calming". 
Traffic Calming State of the Practice pub­
lished by the Institute of Transportation 
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Engineers includes the following definition 
for traffic calming: 

"Traffic calming is the combination of 
mainly physical measures that reduce 
the negative effects of motor vehicle use, 
alter driver behavior and improve con­
ditions for non-motorized street users." 
Simply put, that means making changes to 

your roads to address traffic concerns in the 
community. Traffic calming can address traf­
fic volume and/or traffic speed. As discussed 
above, traffic volume in community associa­
tions is usually not the issue. Traffic speed is 
usually perceived as the issue. 

Before a community is built, there are 
many techniques available to the designer to 

provide for traffic speed control, such as traf­
fic circles, raised intersections and narrowing 
of the roadway. Once the site is built and 
occupied, practical options for speed control 
decrease significantly. Stop signs and speed 
limits are only effective if the association has 
the authority and resources for enforcement. 
The most common traffic calming measure 

implemented in existing community associa­
tions is speed bumps or speed humps. 

Speed bumps and speed humps are sec­
tions of raised pavement that extend across 
the width of the traveled roadway. Both 
work by causing discomfort to the driver, 
thereby causing them to decrease their speed 
to decrease their discomfort. 
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